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Figure 1: Growth in Global Plastics Production 1850-2014
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Figure 14. Global primary plastics waste generation, 1950 - 2015
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Figure 15. Plastic packaging waste generation, 2014 (million Mt)”
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Thilafushi: Maldives's Garbage Island

by Kaushik -

What does an island with not a speck of land to spare do to get rid of hundreds of tons of garbage
generated each day by its one million yearly tourists and nearly four hundred thousand permanent
residents? They dump it into another island, of course.

The stunning tropical islands of Maldives, southwest of India, is known for its sandy beaches and
turquoise waters. But very few are aware of its dirty side. Just a few miles west of Male, the capital city
of Maldives, and one of the most densely populated islands on earth, lies the island of Thilafushi, the
location of Maldives’'s municipal landfill. But Thilafushi was not always a garbage island. In fact,
Thilafushi was not even an island.
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Figure 1.2. Global plastic production by industrial sector, 2015
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Figure 1.8 Global flow of plastic packaging waste, 2015
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FIGURE 9: DISTRIBUTION OF PLASTICS HEADQUARTERS, PRODUCTION, AND LEAKAGE : : : P
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The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the future of plastics
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Plastics Microplastics in our mussels: the sea
Shortcuts & »
is feeding human garbage back to us

A new report found the seafood contains an alarming amount
of plastic - and in fact no sea creature is immune. It's as if the
ocean is wreaking its revenge

Philip Hoare

¥ @philipwhale
Fri 8 Jun 2018 17.28 BST
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Real Science. Real News.

Search Science News...
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LATEST MOST VIEWED

A weird type of zirconium soaks up

resirons e asponge Car tires and brake pads
produce harmful microplastics

JENNIFER LEMAN

SCIENCE STATS POLLUTION, TECHNOLOGY

Green darner dragonflies migrate a
bit like monarch butterflies

‘Beyond Weird” and ‘What Is Real?’
trv to make sense of guantum
weirdness

4 ways to tackle ocean trash
besides Ocean Cleanup's broken
system

High-speed video reveals physics
tricks for shooting a rubber band
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Plastic waste inputs from land into the ocean, JennaR.
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The Countries Winning The Recycling Race
Recycled & composted waste as a share of total municipal waste in OECD countries (2013)
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Figure 3.3. Estimated number of new regulations on single-use plastics entering
into force at the national level worldwide

Number of requlations on plastic bags, Styrofoam and other plastic utensils that entered into force

Source: Data independently collected by authors
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Figure 3.4. Types of national policies on plastic bags, by continent
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s South Korea to ban major supermarkets 3
from using plastic bags
- :_‘ BONNIE CHRISTIAN |Wednesday 2 January 2019 19:26 | [J 0 comments
£ f | v [ =g
:# South Korea bans disposable coffee
= cups, plastic bags
* E.,:‘I Wooyoung Lee f = = % (0)

Clients use disposable cups at a Seoul cafe on Aug. 1. 2018, one day before the start of the
government'’s campaign to reduce excessive use of disposable cups at coffee shops. Photo by
Yonhap

Aug. 1 (UPI) -- South Korea has kicked off a campaign to reduce disposable
coffee cups in an effort to curb plastic use.
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JOSEPH BINDLOSS

Partial plastic bag ban in India to help
save the environment

The government of India in New Delhi has introduced new laws

banning plastic bags thinner than 50 microns, which make up the bulk

of the millions

| he Guardian Searchjobs '@ Signin O, Search - h International editi
g5 Subscribe — G T e(il ®
udrdian

Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle

imate change Wildlife Energy Pollution

India will abolish all single-use plastic
by 2022, vows Narendra Modi

Country will also introduce a campaign against marine litter and a
pledge to make 100 national monuments litter-free

<
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Taiwan EPA sets timeline for ban o O
® MOST PC
on plastic straws
Taiwan EPA will start to ban the use of plastic straws by food and beverage [ Tat
businesses starting in 2019 f suf

Tai

By Keoni Everington, Taiwan News, Staff Writer e
2018/02/14 10:44

Tai

mn

GLOBAL CITIZEN.
7.

ENVIRONMENT

Taiwan Announces Ban on All
Plastic Bags, Straws, and Utensils

i ; ;
E All single-use plastic must be phased out by 2030.

i Ordering take-out, picking up groceries, buying a soft drink — these are all
ar

activities that will change over the next decade in Taiwan when the island
nation impases a blanket ban on single-use plastic bags, straws, and cups,

according to the Hong Kong Free Press.

It will be one of the farthest-reaching bans on plastic in the world, and it
demonstrates the momentum of the anti-plastic movement as the scale of

environmental harm caused by the substance is fully realized.

"We aim to implement a blanket ban by 2030 to significantly reduce plastic
waste that pollutes the ocean and also gets into the food chain to affect
human health," said Lai Ying-yaun, a Taiwanese Environmental Protection

Agency official, in g statement.
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McDonald’s Announces Rollout of
Paper Straws in the UK and Ireland
and New Trials in Commitment to
Find Solutions for Plastic Straws
Globally

June 15, 2018

McDonald's restaurants in the UK and Ireland will complete transition to paper straws in 2019; McDonald's restaurants in

Belgium are trialing alternatives to plastic straws and tests are planned for select restaurants in the U.S., France, Sweden,
Norway and Australia later this year
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Ikea Ikea commits to phase out single-use
plastic products by 2020
Global retailer with 363 stores says it wants to help customers live I
more sustainably
Sarah Butler F

¥ @whatbutlersaw
Thu 7 Jun 2018 12.33 BST
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Iceland supermarket vows to eliminate
plastic on all own-branded products

Retailer outlines five-year aim to replace all plastic packaging
with trays made of paper and pulp

Iceland”
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